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any, we extend to each 
and every one of you 
sincere and heartfelt 
greetings. We wish you 
all holy and radiant joy – 
for God Is With Us! May 
you enjoy the best of 
health and happiness in 
the New Year! 

CHRIST IS BORN! 
LET US GLORIFY 
HIM!      

 

In Christ’s love,  

       
Father Stephan &  
Dobrodiyka Diana  

Х Р И С Т О С 
Р ОЖД А Є Т Ь С Я !  
СЛАВІМО ЙОГО! 
 

 Дорогі брати й сестри  
в Христі! 
 

 У цей час Різдва 
Христового, Нового 
Року, та надходячого 
свята Йордану, хочу від 
себе та своєї родини 
скласти всім Вам 
щирий привіт. Нехай 
всесвітнє святкування 
Різдва Господа Ісуса 
Христа оживить та 
збагатить наше життя 
ще більшою любов’ю 
до Бога. Особливо в 
цей критичний час, 
коли світ відвертається 
від Господа Бога, й 
руйнує себе всякими 
злими вчинками, ми 
б і л ьш  я к  к о л и 
потребуємо відчути 
п р и с у т н і с т ь 
Н о в о н а р о дж е н о г о 
Христа. 
 

The annual celebration 
of the birth of Our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ 
once again brings the 
Gospel message of hope 

to the world. In the Word 
made flesh, the depth of 
God’s love is revealed. In 
Jesus Christ, the power of 
death is broken; the power 
of truth restored and human 
flesh is blessed with eternal 
life. 
 

 God came to dwell in our 
midst, yet there was no 
room in the Inn of Bethle-
hem, or in the hearts of 
many whom He came to 
save. However, in the heart 
of God there was ample 
room for all, even the most 
despised of men.  
 

 Open your hearts and let 
the Son of God enter in to 
dwell in you. Receive the 
Body and Blood of Christ 
that you may abide in Him 
and He may abide in you. 
Then too, the fullness of 
God’s greatest gift, in all its 
beauty and joy will fill your 
life with the promise of sal-
vation, immortality and the 
inheritance of the Kingdom 
of God. 
 

 On this saving Feast of the 
Nativity and coming Epiph-
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We are, as Andy Williams 
sings in his famous song, 
in the “most wonderful 
time of  the year,” once 
again. Of  course, Mr. Wil-
liams and the Orthodox 
Church may differ about 
what makes this time of  
the year wonderful, but, 
nevertheless, we are all 
cognizant of  the fact that 
we are in a very special 
time and preparing for a 
very special event. 
  
We, Orthodox faithful, 
have the opportunity to 
prepare properly spiritually 
for the Nativity of  our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, through the gift of  
the Nativity Fast. While 
the world around us is 
whirling and buzzing and 
partying about – mind you, 
not really connecting any 
of  it to the Nativity – we 
are called, for forty days 
leading up to the Feast, to 
contemplate: 

[A] new wonder 
Greater than all the ancient 

wonders, 
For who has ever known a 
mother without a husband 

To have brought forth a Child 
And carried in her arms the 
One who holds all creation? 

This Child is God’s good will! 
(Vespers of  the feast of  St. 

Phillip) 

  
True and dedicated prepa-
ration yields much joy and 
satisfaction when we par-
ticipate in any event. This is 
true in most facets of  life, 
and so it is true in our 
Christian way of  life. As we 
hurry with determination 
and anticipation to the dark 
cave throughout the Ad-
vent season, contemplating 
Who we will find there 
when we arrive and what 
His birth means for us and 
for our salvation, let us be 
as determined to express 
our “Joy to the World” 
through our participation 
in the Nativity divine ser-
vices, sharing the good 
news of  Christ’s birth with 
family and friends 
(especially those who need 
most of  all to be “re-
introduced” to Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, God and Saviour 
of  the world) by praying 
together, caroling, and 
sharing in one-another’s 
hospitality throughout the 
Nativity Season. 
  
You’d be hard-pressed to 
find any family who cele-
brates the birth of  a child 
by referring to some ab-
stract notion of  “spirit of  
the event” or some general 
“happy time”. They cele-
brate the joy of  a real per-
son entering into the world 

and into their family; they 
celebrate the fact that their 
family will live on for an-
other generation, yet an-
other of  their own will carry 
their name into the future. 
  
May the Nativity of  Christ 
and the feasting period that 
follows truly be a season of  
celebration of  Christ’s birth, 
not just empty celebration 
for celebrating sake. Christ 
is born for the salvation of  
this generation and to give 
us eternal life in the next 
one. May we all understand, 
throughout our celebrations, 
that this is the gift we should 
all be the most thankful for 
and most happy to receive, 
because it is given with the 
greatest love ever known by 
humanity! 
  
From myself, Merrie and 
our family – sincerest 
prayers and warmest wishes 
for a joyous Nativity and 
good health, success in all 
your good works through-
out the coming new year! 

NATIVITY SEASON GREETING FROM FR .  CORNELL 
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On this Feast Day of  Christ’s Nativity and the New Year, the Cathedral Priests, 
Parish Council and Staff  of  the Ukrainian Orthodox Parish of  St. John the Bap-
tist in Edmonton extend sincere greetings to all our members and their families 
as well as to all our friends! 
З празником Різдва Христового й Новим Роком Божим, священики, 
парафіяльна рада й персонал Української Православної парафії св. Івана 
Хрестителя в Едмонтоні висловлюють найщиріші побажання всім нашим 
членам, їхнім родинам і всім приятелям нашої громади! 
  
The illustration above is an original piece which was featured during the Ukrainian Museum 
of  Canada’s “Children’s World” exhibit, presented earlier this fall. This piece was purchased 
by our cathedral. It is a work of  Valentyn Shyms’kyj, age 10, from the Sokal’ Art School in 
Ukraine. The work is titled, “Family Celebrating Christmas Eve.” 
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 On behalf  of  St. John’s Cathedral Church Council, I extend a very sincere thank 
you to all our parishioners for worshipping with us, and for generously supporting our 
parish through volunteer work and financial contributions during this year. We value 
your participation in our church activities. 
 

 Your donations this year have enabled us to complete much needed upgrading 
and renovations to our Cathedral and Cultural Centre. Some projects will be com-
pleted this winter. I refer you to page 13 of  this newsletter, for a complete listing of  
renovations.  Contractors are hired to do the work, but we depend on volunteers to 
prepare the site so that work can take place and to supervise the renovations that are 
taking place. I would like to acknowledge Paul Garrick, Tom Ewanchuk and Marshall 
Kachmar who devoted many hours to the success of  these projects. Without their help 
we would not have accomplished what we did. 
 

 Very Best Wishes to you and your family as you prepare to celebrate the birth 
of  our Savior Jesus Christ. May the Promise, the Hope, and the Peace of  His love fill 
your heart at Christmas and always. 

 

 БАЖАЄМО ВАМ РАДЇЙСНИХ РІЗДВЯНИХ СВЯТ, А З НОВИМ РОКОМ 
ЗДОРОВ’Я ЩАСТЯ ТА УСПІХІВ!  

ХРИСТОС  РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!                  СЛАВІМО ЙОГО! 

 

 G. Nakonechny, President 

 The Museum has on display 
a new Christmas tree with tradi-
tional Ukrainian decorations and 
toys; a new array of  various ceram-
ics, and new items in the gift shop. 

 See the different traditional 
Christmas decorations in the hall-
way display cabinet. 

Ukrainian Museum of  

Canada—Alberta Branch 

‘Christmas Display’ 
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Greetings from the Church Council 

House Blessings 

 This year we are asking 
you to let us know whether 
you would like to have one of  
our Priests Bless your home 
after January 19. If  you have 
not had a chance to sign the 
sheet in church, contact the 
church office at 780-425-9692 
or info@uocc-stjohn.ca. 
 

Thank you for your assistance. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

It is a pleasure to report that we 
have had 12 new members join 
our parish in 2010. 

 High School and Post Secondary 
Graduates of our parish were 
honoured in conjunction with 
the Parish Thanksgiving dinner 
held on October 17. High School 
graduates were: Matvi Ferbey, 
Stephan Kruhlak, Tanya Pa-
cholok and Nazar Poritsky. Post 
secondary graduates honoured 
were : Katrina Baziuk, Pharmacy; 
Christpher Lennie, Music Pro-
duction and Technology; and 
Olec Eshenko, Engineering. 

 October 28 to 31 was the con-
ference (Sobor) of Western Ep-
archy. Parish lay delegates were: 
Luba Feduschak, Paul Garrick, 
Tory Gilday, Joana Janis, Mar-
shall Kachmar, Geraldine Na-
konechny, Olesia Talpash, Eileen 
Yewchuk, Greg Yewchuk, 
George Zaharia, Gloria Zaharia, 
and Anna Zwozdesky. The 
Sobor included an educational 
component. Rev. Patrick Yam-
niuk spoke on the Eucharist and 
its significance, and Rev. Michael 
Maranchuk spoke on Cremation 
and why it is not accepted in the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church. On 
Sunday Oct. 31, during the Hier-
archical Divine Liturgy three 
Clergy were selected by the 
Council of Bishops to receive 
awards: Fr. Charles Baxter – 
Gold Cross; Fr. Timothy 
Chrapko – Epigonation; and 
Deacon Gary Boychuk – Proto-
deacon. Elected to the Western 

Eparchy Council for 2010 – 
2011 from St. John’s Cathedral 
Parish were: Rt. Rev. Stephan 
Semotiuk, Marshall Kachmar, 
and Geraldine Nakonechny. 
Other members of the WE 
Council are: Fr. Benny Am-
brosie, Fr. Timothy Chrapko, 
Fr. John Lipinski, Fr. Michael 
Maranchuk, Fr. Alexander 
Palamarchuk ,Fr. Wasyl 
Sapiha, Fr. Mykola Saw-
chenko, Fr. Patrick Yamniuk, 
Ted Cholod, Judge Russel 
Dzenick, Dave Korzan, Jo 
Anne Rak, Morris Samyka, 
Deacon Roman Shiyan and 
George Tkachyk. 

 Rev. Cornell Zubritsky, Dea-
con Gary Boychuk, Deacon 
Anton Lakusta, and Geraldine 
Nakonechny attended the En-
thronement of his Eminence 
Metropolitan Yuri in Winnipeg 
on Nov 21. 

 Marshall Kachmar repre-
sented the Cathedral at St. Mi-
chael’s Parish on their Patron 
Saint Feast Day, Nov 21, and 
Geraldine Nakonechny repre-
sented the Cathedral at St. 
Elias Church on Nov 7 for the 
Ordination of Deacon Roman 
Shiyan and at St. Andrew’s 
Parish on Dec 13 where Dea-
con Michael Faryna was Or-
dained into the Priesthood. 
Rev. Michael attended  St. 
John’s until he was 13 years 
old when at that time his par-
ents moved to Calgary and be-
came members of St. 

Vladimers OC. Rev. Fr. Mi-
chael is the son of Greg and 
Michelle Faryna, and the 
grandson of the late Raymond 
and Virginia Faryna who were 
longtime dedicated members 
of St. John’s Cathedral. 

 Cathedral Priests and the 
President participated in a 
meeting of the five Edmon-
ton Parishes ( Edmonton 
Deanery). It was decided that 
Provode would continue ac-
cording to the same schedule 
and format as in past years 
with exception that at St. Mi-
chael’s Cemetery there would 
be a central Panychyda prior 
to Blessing of the graves. It 
was agreed that when the Pa-
tron Saint Day falls on a 
weekday, the church whose 
Patron Saint it is, will be the 
only Edmonton church 
scheduling a service on that 
day.Interest was expressed in 
collaboratively working on 
preparing a Newcomers re-
souce book. There was sup-
port and encouragement for 
St. John’s Cathedral to have a 
Sadochok in Sept 2011 since 
we are the only parish with a 
dedicated space for this pur-
pose. 



MEMBER PROFILE—NELLIE SENIW 
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Цікаве – повне переживань, 
досягів і відважних задумів на 
своїх  життєвих  стежках 

пережила наша визначна 
членкиня  Громади Св Івана  
та відділу СУК при Катедри 

Св. Івана, п-ні Анастазія 
Сенів. 

For over 60 years Mrs Nellie 

Seniw has been a selfless con-

tributor to the Ukrainian and Ca-

nadian communities in Edmon-

ton. It would be impossible to 

mention all the projects she has 

initiated, but there were several 

worth mentioning, as they were 

especially bold and it took 

“guts” to dare to initiate them. 

Один з таких проєктів які п-ні 
Сенів задумала це було 

спровадити історичні строї з 
Нью Йорку до Едмонтону у 

1969 р.  В той час п-ні Сенів 
була головою музейного 

комітету (1967 р.) і вона 
сконтактувалася з музейним 

комітетом в Нью Йорку який 

погодився  привезти  ці 
д о р о г о ц і н н і  с т р о ї  д о 

Едмонтону. Ось так було 

описано цю надзвчайну подію 

у пресі ; 

“ The 1969 spring Exhibit and 

Tea was especially unique in that 

it featured historic attire from 

Ukraine’s princely epoch and 

hetman era. These costumes, 

which were on loan from the 

Ukrainian Women’s Association 

of New York, were the most 

treasured the museum had, and it 

was thanks to the tireless effort 

of Mrs. Nellie Seniw, that they 

allowed them to be displayed in 

Edmonton”. It took a strong, de-

termined person who set her goal 

high, planned a strategy to 

achieve it, and didn’t give up 

until her goal became a reality. 

This took a lot of fundraising, 

but then Mrs Seniw is an excep-

tionally talented fundraiser. She 

managed to convey the impor-

tance of this monumental under-

taking to other like-minded 

members, who contributed time 

and funds so that Edmontonians,  

and people from other cities and 

towns, could enjoy the beauty of 

our Ukrainian treasures. 

Крім того під час каденції як 

голова Провінційного Музею, 

за ініціятивою п-ні Сенів, було 

заскуплено багато вартісних 

експонатів таких як українські 
ляльки і дорогоцінні народні 
строї.  

Другей важней проєкт який 

задумала п-ні Сенів це було 

п р и д б а н н я  в  1 9 7 2 р . 

оригінальних картин славного 

українського маляра Василя 
Курилика. Хоч  Відділ 

Союзанок не мав великого 

майна п-ні Сенів переконала 
членкинь  що  картинна 
с п а д щ и н и  н а ш о г о 

українського маляра була 
варта сильніших зусиль. Ці 
картини  з алишаться  в 
спадщину наших дітей  і 
дальших поколінням.  Так 

само вона взяла проєкт 
закупити скульптури славного 

Лева Мола і Крука. Тепер 

провінційний Музей має в 
своїй колекції раритете яких 

сьогодні не можна б придбати. 

Це шедеври яким нема ціни.  

Mrs. Seniw was born in Stry,      

Alberta. Her parents, Olesia 

(Ivankewich) and Ivan Roman-

chuk, were Ukrainian pioneers 

who came to Canada in 1908 

from the Sokol region of 

Ukraine. The family valued 

Ukrainian literature, culture and 

the church community. This rich 

and caring environment formed 

a lasting impression on Nellie. 

The creative flame in her heart 

was to give her inexhaustible 

strength for the rest of her active 

life. This is just a brief review of 

some of her achievements: 

She earned a B.A. degree from 

the University of Alberta , and 

taught school  for the Smoky 

Lake School District from 1952, 

and in Edmonton until retire-

ment. In 1952, she joined the St. 

John’s Cathedral Choir. 

In 1956, she married Dr. G. Seniw 

and became a member of St. John’s 

Cathedral and the St. John’s Branch 

of the Ukrainian Women’s Associa-

tion of Canada. She and her late 

husband are Honourary members of 

St. John’s Cathedral. (Continued 

on page 7.) 
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Mrs. Seniw taught Sunday School 

for many years.  

As well, she was an active and 

long-time member of the Mu-

seum Board, serving as its chair-

person for over 20 years. In  

addition, she was a tour guide 

for the Edmonton Art Gallery for 

over 20 years. 

In addition, her leadership skills 

were very evident through her 

organization of: an exhibit of 

“rushnyke” from Eastern and 

Western Ukraine in 1972, the 

displays at Heritage Days for 

over 20 years, the display of 

“Faberge Eggs” from the Frank-

lin Mint, a showcase of weaving 

by Carol Romanyk from Winni-

peg and an exhibit of “kelems” 

and Ukrainian embroidery. 

Mrs. Seniw has received a num-

ber of Life Memberships and 

Awards: 

1980 – Life Membership in the 

Alberta Teacher’s Association  

1980 – Recognition for long ser-

vice with the Edmonton Public 

School Board 

1982 – Recognition for 25 years 

of membership in UWAC 

1983 – Honourary Member of 

the Ukrainian Museum of Can-

ada 

1985 – Certificate of Recogni-

tion from St. Andrew’s  College 

1988 – Citation plaque from City 

of Edmonton for volunteerism 

1989 – Honourary Life Member-

ship and medal from St. John’s 

Cathedral 

1995 – Award of Excellence 

from Ukrainian Self-Reliance 

League 

1996 – Honourary Life Mem-

bership from UWAC 

1997 – Honourary Life Member 

of the Ukrainian Museum of 

Canada 

1999 – Honourary Life mem-

bership from the Edmonton Art 

Gallery  

2001 – Awarded a medal for 

Outstanding Volunteer Service 

from the Government of Can-

ada 

2006 – Recognition for 50 years 

of membership in UWAC 

Оцей короткий перебіг життя 
надзвичайної жінки дає нам 

можливість висловити подив 
і признання за такий вагомий 

дарунок для добра нашої 
української і канадської 
громади. Ці приклади можуть 
бути приміром як багато 

можна зробити коли є Богом 

даний розум, родичами дані 
принципи, і характер який 

використав ці таланти а не 
закопав їх.  

We wish Mrs. Seniw many 

more years of good health, so 

that she may continue this very 

notable work. 

Be proud of your honourable 

achievements of the highest de-

gree as a reward for your hard 

work. 

На многії літа, п-ні Сенів                                         
З  п ошан ою ,   Оль г а 
Логвиненко 

MEMBER PROFILE—NELLIE SENIW CONT’D 

Congratulations and the New  
Executive for the Ukrainian Womens 
Association—St. Johns Branch, elected 
at the Annual Meeting on December 5, 
2010. 

 

Past President - Leona Bridges 

President - Donna Kowalishin 

Vice President - Pauline Mudry 

Recording Secretary  
 - Natalka Deptuck 

Corresponding Secretary 
 - Olha Logvynenko 

Treasurer - Kay Hobden 

Membership - Oryssia Lennie 

Education/Cultural Library 
 - Natalia Grytsiv 

Controllers 
 - Melvina Gowda 
 - Xenia Bubel 
 - Nadia Opyr 

Honorary Members - Kate Hawrysh 

Benevolent 
 - Anna Melnychuk 
 - Eileen Yewchuk 

Cathedral Committee 
 - Halya Newediuk 

Jr. CYMK - Diana Kuchta 

Archivist - Helen Shewchuk 

Local Council 
 - Julia Elaschuk 
 - Gloria Ferbey 

Catering Work Bees 
 - Irene Cepin 
 - Eileen Yewchuk 
 - Anna Zwozdesky 

Social Events - Natalia Grytsiv 

Casino Coordinator  
 - Elaine Harasymiw 

Uwac-New Executive 



HAPPENING IN ST JOHN’S 
JUNIOR CYMK YOU ASK??? 

 

 St. John’s Junior CYMK contin-
ues be an active group.  Here is 
what we have been up to: 
 
Sunday, September 26- We held 
our annual general meeting and 
elected the following members to 
be our executive for the coming 
year: 

President:   
 Lukian Kruhlak   
 

Vice-President:  
 Larysa Kuchta 

 

Secretary:   
 Rachel Zukiwsky 
 

Treasurer:   
 Marco Kruhlak  
 

Advisors:   
 Pan Gerald Kruhlak and 
 Pani Diana Kuchta   
 
We are excited about the upcom-
ing year and know our executive 
will do a super job!!  We have 13 
paid members so far and expect 
to get even more in the coming 
months. 
 
In October, our members at-
tended the Alberta Provincial 
CYC Convention and had a great 
time.  Thank you to Solomia Tsi-
sar and her executive for organiz-
ing this weekend.   Later in Octo-
ber, we had a sports and movie 
night at the church.  Our CYM-

Kivsti are professional badminton 
players now…..well kind of.  
Movie night was fun afterwards 
too. 
In November, we created some 
beautiful Q-Tip snowflakes which 
were interesting to make.  We also 
went to the Waterpark at West 
Edmonton Mall for an evening of 
sliding and swimming.  That was a 
good time for sure!!  We also held 
our monthly meeting and Father 
Cornell talked to CYMKivsti and 
answered questions about Re-
membrance Day.  Our CYM-
Kivsit also participated in the 
church’s Remembrance Day Ser-
vice on November 11 and at-
tended a luncheon where Captain 
Jade Watson spoke about his time 
overseas and what it is like to be a 
soldier. 
 
In December, we held our 
monthly meeting, with Father 
Cornell talking about the Lenten 
season and the meaning of Christ-
mas. We are working on the 
CYMK hymn and hope to sing it 
with some volume in the coming 
meetings. Some of our members 
will be helping at the Santa 
Anonymous event organized by 
Sr. CYMK. Many of our members 
will also be participating in the 
annual Sv. Mykolai concert on 
December 19.  And of course we 
can’t wait for the family potluck 
and sleighride on December 22.  
Hope the weather is nice to us 
that night (but we will dress warm 
just in case!!). 
 
We are planning a visitation to 
Bishop Ilarion and the Manse as 
well as some caroling and skating 
in the New Year. 

JUNIOR CYMK 
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Best wishes to everyone for a safe 
and happy holiday season. 

Lukian Kruhlak   

President 
 Junior CYMK- St. John’s  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Tues January 18  - Blessing of 
Water. Jordan Supper. 
 
Wed Jan 26 11 a.m. - 12 p.m.  -
Join St. John's Seniors. for a 
slide presentation on Orthodox 
Historic Sites of Greece presented 
by Mrs. Donna Reed of St. an-
thony's Parish. Following presen-
tation, join Seniors for Lunch - 
cost $3. Everyone is welcome. 
 
No Pyrohy Supper in January. 
  
Sat February 5 at 6 p.m. -
MEMBER APPRECIATION 
Dinner and Short Program 
 
Fri February 25 - Pyrohy Supper 
  
Sun Feb 27 12:30 p.m. - 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEET-
ING of Parish Council. 
  
Sun March 13 6 p.m. - 
SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY 
will be hosted by St. John's Cathe-
dral. Plan to attend this unique 
and inspirational Service when all 
Orthodox Christians in the city of 
Edmonton pray together. Please 
attend so that we as a Parish can 
extend a warm welcome to our 
Orthodox Brothers and sisters. 
  
Fri March 25 - Pyrohy Supper 



      St. John’s Sr CYMK in 
Edmonton has been a busy 
bunch this past fall!!  We 
started off the year (and kind 
of ended last year at the same 
time) by attending the Mad 
Heads Concert which was 
preceded by a fun time at Bos-
ton Pizza!!  The concert was 
great and it was exciting to 
see this band perform live. 

     Then it was time to hold 
our Annual General Meeting 
on Sunday, September 26.  
The results of this AGM was 
the following executive being 
voted in for the 2010-11 
CYMK year: 

President:  Ivanna Kruhlak 

Past President:  Tanya Pa-
cholok 

Vice-President:  Christina 
Ferbey 

Secretary:  Kristina Kuchta 

Treasurer:  Andriy Kruhlak 

      Our parent advisors con-
tinue to be Pani Lorraine Fer-
bey and Pani Vivianne Kruh-
lak.  We thank Tanya for be-
ing the best president ever last 
year!!.......dyaks J. 

      The following events have 
happened in the past while: 

 Friday, October 1- Sun-
day, October 3- Many of 
our CYMKivsti attended the 
Alberta Provincial CYC Con-
vention held at St. John’s Ca-
thedral.  It was most informa-
tive and fun to mingle and 
mix with CYMKivsti.  The 
weekend included a delicious 
pyrohy supper and great za-

bava (thanks Johnnie for the 
great DJing!!) on Saturday 
night.  Also some very in-
teresting video footage was 
put together by Katrusia 
Pohoreski of our so talented 
and funny CYMK mem-
bers!!!  All in all, it was a 
productive weekend. 
 
Sunday, November 7- 
We held our monthly meet-
ing after fellowship lunch. 
 
Thursday, November 
11- Our CYMKivsti partici-
pated in the church’s annual 
Remembrance Day Service 
and also sponsored the 
lunch afterwards.  This 
luncheon was particularly 
special because we had the 
unique opportunity to have 
Captain Jade Watson share 
his experiences in Afghani-
stan and what it means to 
him to be a soldier.  His 
presentation was very infor-
mative as he shared photos 
he took while overseas and 
talked about their mission 
and goals.  It was truly an 
incredibly moving experi-
ence for everyone who had 
the fortune to be there.  
We thank Captain Jade 
Watson for sharing with us 
his experiences. 
 
Saturday, November 20- 
Some of our Sr CYMKivsti 
attended the Holodomor 
Ceremony at Edmonton 
City Hall. This was a touch-
ing event and an important 
event to participate in.  
Thanks to those who at-

tended including Christina 
Ferbey, Adriana Horobec, 
Ivanna Kruhlak, Stefan Kruh-
lak, Tanya Pacholok, Nazar 
Poritskiy, Solomia Tsisar and 
Pani Luba Eshenko.  Thanks 
for making the time to at-
tend!! 
 
Upcoming events  

include: 

 Sunday, December 5- 
Monthly meeting 

Saturday, December 18- 
Volunteering at the 630 
Ched Santa Anonymous 
Warehouse delivering and 
transporting gifts and pack-
ages to cars to be delivered 
to families in need.  This 
will be so much fun and is 
supporting a very important 
charity in Edmonton!!  We 
expect to have about 20 
members and advisors from 
both St. John’s Senior and 
Junior CYMK  participat-
ing!! 
Wednesday,  

December 22- Family 
Potluck Dinner (Jr and Sr 
CYMK) followed by an ex-
citing sleighride out at MP 
Stables complete with a 
vatra at the end and hot 
cocoa of course!!  It prom-
ises to be a fun evening!!  
CYMK members will be 
exchanging Secret Santa 
gifts too. 
 
Carolling in the New Year 
to parishioner homes 
 
Friday, January 14- 

SENIOR CYMK 
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CYMK members will once 
again be displaying their act-
ing talents by presenting the 
Malanka skit at St. John’s 
Malanka. 

 One of our other charity pro-
jects happening now during 
the holiday season is to help 
the Mustard Seed Christmas 
Campaign by collecting toys, 
books and everyday essentials 
for children in need.  This 
project is headed by Christina 
Ferbey, our vice president.  It 
is truly a great cause!!  We 
invite anyone in the Edmon-
ton area to donate items by 
leaving them in the box situ-
ated in St. John’s vestibule.  
Thank you for your support. 

Other donations we have 
made recently include the 
Edmonton Food Bank ($100), 
our special project “Project 
Lubov” ($1000), Santa’s 
Anonymous ($100) and Mus-
tard Seed ($100). 

We would also like to grate-
fully acknowledge the recent 
donation from the Archbishop 
Andrew Fund to our CYMK 
program.  Your support is 
greatly appreciated!!! 

St. John’s Sr. CYMK is con-
tinuing to stay active.  We are 
expecting to reach a member-
ship of about 25 this year!! 

 CYMK CYMK  

CYMKivsti……. 

 
 Ivanna Kruhlak 

President 

St. John’s Sr CYMK 



The plans for the Anniversary 
Celebration honouring Rt. Rev. 
Protopresbyter George Tur-
zansky have been rescheduled to 
the spring of 2011. Details will 
be soon announced as to the 
date of the special event. 

 

Some of the photos of Fr. 
George serving the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church have already 
been received. Anyone with his-
torical photos please submit to 
the parish office. For more in-
formation please contact the 
parish office at 780-425-9692. 

 

Marshall Kachmar 
Event Chairperson 

St. John’s Church School has 40 
children registered this year.  We 
are happy to see many new faces 
and very happy to see those who 
have returned.   We would like to 
welcome Ivanna Kruhlak and 
Christina Ferbey as teaching assis-
tants.  Their help with the 
younger classes is greatly appreci-
ated.  We have continued the 
monthly priest visitations with Rt. 
Rev. Semotiuk and Rev. Zubrit-
sky, and Youth Sundays on the 
first Sunday of the month. 

 

 One of our new initiatives this 
year is to visit some of the other 
Orthodox churches throughout 
Edmonton as a Church School.  
Our first visit was to St. George’s 
Greek Orthodox Church on Oc-
tober 10th.  Our very own Bishop 
Ilarion was serving the Divine 
Liturgy and we were very sur-
prised to hear him speaking 
Greek.  About 20 parents and 
children of church school  at-
tended the service and afterwards 
enjoyed a fellowship lunch with 
the  parishoners. On December 
12th we attended the Praznyk ser-
vice at St. Barbara’s Russian Or-
thodox Parish.  The Church 
School children were interested to 
see the embalmed foot of St. Bar-
bara, which is displayed during 
special services.  We look forward 
to visiting   two other Orthodox 
parishes in the new year. 

 

 On December 19th, Church 
School put on a short concert to 
celebrate Sv. Mykolai. All of the 
classes participated and everyone 
enjoyed the presentation including 

Sv. Nikolai.  Thank you to Sv 
Mykolai for visiting us. After the 
concert, he presented all of the 
children with treat bags.  Thank 
you to Mark and Melanie Harri-
son (and his company “No Burn 
Canada”,  Dobr. Diana Semotiuk 
and  Taras Jereniuk for their con-
tributions to the bags.  We also 
held a raffle with prizes provided 
by Iryna Krynytskiy, Susan 
Jereniuk, Lorraine and Mark Fer-
bey (Market Drugs Medical), 
Dobr. Diana Semotiuk and Dobr, 
Merrie Zubritsky.  We thank eve-
ryone for their generous dona-
tions for the raffle and treat bags. 

 

 We welcome all children ages 4 
and older to join our church 
school family.   At this holiday 
time, we would like to wish every-
one all the best in the new year.  
We also give thanks to our dedi-
cated teachers, the Reverend fa-
thers, Archbishop Andrew Fund 
and Edmonton TYC who are all 
supporters of our program.  Peace 
be with you all for a safe and joy-
ous Christmas. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Vivianne Kruhlak and Susan 
Jereniuk 

St. John’s Church School Co-
Directors 

ST. JOHN ’S CHURCH SCHOOL 
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NOTICE OF SPECIAL EVENT 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

The St. John’s Parish commu-
nity would like to congratulate 
Eugene Topolnitsky and Katrina 
Baziuk on receiving the Hetman 
Award on October 3, 2010. 



Вітаємо Вас із Різдвом 
Христовим і Новим Роком, 

Старий рік минає – новий 
наступає, 

Христос ся раждає! 

Бажаємо вам здоров’я 
міцного, 

Щастя земного, 

Повага між людей, 
Радости від дітей, Щоб 
щасливо жилося і задумане 
збулося, Ніколи не 
хворіти, вік молодіти! 

 

 [Записала Надя Цинцар, 
від «Перша Зірка: Збірник 
Віншувань».Упорядкувала 
Ета Арчер.]   

 

 Аs our choir looks forward to 
a New Year, we again appeal to 
singers of all ages and voices to 
make a “New Year’s Resolu-
tion” to join us! It is a resolu-
tion we believe you will find 
both spiritually and personally 
rewarding. We know there are 
many good voices out there – 
voices who have sung with Ed-
monton’s famous CYMK 
choirs over the years, voices 
new to our city or parish who 
have sung with other church 
choirs, or voices who simply 
would like an opportunity to 
sing. 

 

 З початком цього Нового 
Року, Катедральний Хор св. 
Івана просить усіх 

зацікавлених співаків пристати 
до хору! Нам потрібно усіх 
голосів – чи Ви співаєте 
сопраном, альтом, чи тенором 
або басом. Проби xoру – себто 
репетиції – відбуваються 
кожного четверга о 7:30 
вечорa. Якщо не зможете 
приходити на проби, все ж 
таки вітаємо Вас в неділю рано 
на хорі. 

   

How, then, could joining the Ca-
thedral Choir be rewarding for 
YOU? 

 

 **Liturgical singing in the Or-
thodox Church tradition is one 
of the forms of worship itself: 
To Sing is to Worship. 

**You will be exposed to the 
Choir’s impressively large collec-
tion of liturgical and sacred mu-
sic. 

**You will become even more 
familiar with the Sunday morn-
ing Liturgy as well as other ser-
vices which the Choir sings 
when called upon to do so.   
**You will enjoy a weekly eve-
ning out as you join the Choir in 
the Cathedral basement for re-
hearsal every Thursday at 7:30 
PM. 

**You will get to know your fel-
low-parishioners better.  

**You are welcome to sing with 
us on Sunday mornings, if Sun-
day Liturgy is the only time you 
are able to join us. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
St John’s Cathedral Choir will 
mark its 87th year of singing this 
2010/2011 Church Year. It en-
joys a long and venerable history, 
and as the Choir of a Cathedral, 
the Bishop’s see, it plays a vital 
role in the musico-liturgical needs 
of this parish. By becoming a 
member of the Cathedral choir, 
YOU will help this organization 
live and continue its important 
spiritual work.  

 

Please come and sing with us! 
Допоможіть нам співати Богові! 

 

 Contacts / Контакти: 

Lesia Chumer, conductor - 780 
418 1025 - Леся Чумер, 
дириґентка 

Gloria Zaharia, assistant conduc-
tor - 780 435 5872 - Мирослава 
Загарія, заст. дириґентки 

Olesia Talpash, president - 780 
436 8801 - Олеся Талпаш, 
голова управи   

 

«РІЗДВЯНЕ ПРИВІТАННЯ»  GREETINGS FROM ST. JOHN’S CATHEDRAL CHOIR 
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STAIR RESTORATION PROJECT 

After being in use for sixty 
years, the entrance stairs to 
St. John’s Cathedral were in 
need of major repair. Repair 
work on the stairs was 
started and followed by a 
resurfacing of the stairs with 
a non-slip material. The con-
tractor, Desco Coatings of 
Alberta Ltd., has proceeded 
with the repair and resurfac-
ing of the Cathedral stairs. 
Donations to this major pro-
ject will be greatly appreci-
ated. 

TOP: Original 
stairs, photo by 
Nick Ochotta. 

 

LEFT: Previous 
condition of   St. 
John’s Cathedral 

stairs. 

 

BOTTOM:  
Cathedral stairs as of  
December 2010. 
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UPGRADING AND RENOVATIONS REPORT 

During 2010 numerous renovations and upgrades have been carried out in the Cultural Centre under 
the Community Facility Enhancement Program (CFEP). The value of work under the program is  

$200 000.00 ($50 Grant and 50% funded by the Parish.) 
 

 Work included under the program is as follows: 

 
As noted, a majority of the above items have been completed or committed to. It is anticipated that all 
of the work will be completed by March 31, 2011. 

Work not funded under CFEP: 
The structural repairs and refinishing of the main Cathedral stairs and handrails. Work is approximately 
90% complete, and will be completed in the spring of 2011. 

 

Paul Garrick 
Property Manager 

Description of Work: Satus: 

Auditorium Ceiling and Lighting. In progress. 

Refinishing Auditorium, Solarium & Stage 
Floor. 

Completed. 

Replacement of Stage drapes. Completed. 

Replacement of stage lighting control sys-
tem. 

In progress. 

Replacement of auditorium sound system. In progress. 

Installation of video projector and screen. In progress. 

Repairs to radiation cover in Pedway. Completed. 

Fire sprinkler system upgraded to meet code. Completed. 

New cabinet and shelving in kitchen. Completed. 

New built-in freezer in kitchen. Completed. 

New ice machine. Completed. 

Upgrade main entrance doors. Completed. 

Install card access system to three entrances. Completed. 

Balance and clean air systems. Outstanding. 

Painting of numerous areas. In progress. 

Cultural Centre site sign. In progress. 

Cathedral site sign. In progress. 

Miscellaneous Volunteer labour. In progress. 



Membership Dues Owing As Of  December 15, 2010 

Category 
No. In 
2010 Amount 

No. In 
2009 Amount 

Family 
($360) 25 $9 720 8 $2 880 

Family Sr. 
($285) 7 $1 995 1 $285 
Single 
($235) 6 $1 410 2 $470 
Single Sr. 
($200) 26 $5 200 7 $1 400 

Hon. Fam-
ily ($175) 2 $350 0 N/A 
Hon.  
Single 
($110) 5 $550 2 $220 

TOTAL 
 
71 $18 505 20 $5 255 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

 A sincere thank-you to the response received to date for the donations to our special projects. We will 
continue to inform our membership as to the status of our upgrades to the Cathedral and Cultural Centre, and 
will humbly ask for financial support. 

 As to membership status, please review the chart below and if you have any questions as to your status 
contact the church office at 780-425-9692. 

Thank you and God Bless. 

Marshall Kachmar 
Treasurer 

 

PAGE 16 THE CATHEDRAL CONNECTION 

Third Quarter financial update 

st. john’s Parish—September 2010 

Special Request from the Treasurer: 

 I have completed two years as your Treasurer and would appreciate an evaluation on what has been 
done and what improvements can be made. Not all members are receiving the information provided in the 
weekly bulletin when not attending church service. If you wish to receive the bulletin by mail, please make such 
request together with a small donation to cover mailing expenses. 

God Bless and have a very good 2011. 

Sincerely, with Christian love, 

Marshall Kachmar 
Treasurer 



Third Quarter financial update 

st. john’s Parish September 2010 
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Revenue 2009 Budget 2009 Actual 2010 Budget 9 Month Actual 
Contributions (Plate, Gen-
eral) $185,000 $246,663 $224,000 $251,719 
Campaign Contributions $55,000 $37,570 $30,000 $18,662 
Membership $62,000 $58,250 $70,000 $49,810 
Catering Revenue $190,000 $239,209 $220,250 $198,799 
Property Rental $6,000 $6,000 $4,000 $3,500 
Facility Rental -N/Catering $26,000 $26,570 $32,000 $37,904 
Facility Rental - Catering $16,000 $22,979 $22,000 $15,427 
GST Rebate $6,000 $5,955 $4,000 $4,955 
Linen Recovery - - $3,000 $6,820 
Miscellaneous Revenue $11,000 $14,500 $3,000 $322 
Grant CS - $25,000 $25,000 $25,000 
Grant CFEP -  $62,500 $20,000 

Savings    $20,000 
Total Revenue $557,000 $682,696 $699,750 $652,918 

     
Expenses     
Insurance $31,000 $27,609 $30,000 $15,075 
Salaries (Incl. catering) $210,000 $198,200 $240,000 $241,810 
Professional Fees $6,000 $4,938 $5,500 $5,352 
Utilities $68,000 $74,200 $72,000 $53,520 
Bank Charges $400 $518 $500 $557 
Loan Payments $0 $0 $0 $0 
Advertising $6,500 $6,813 $6,000 $8,313 
Conventions/Travel $5,000 $3,322 $10,000 $14,954 
Donations $1,000 $15,988 $20,500 $19,000 
Consistory Levy $27,000 $26,816 $28,000 $26,975 
West. Eparchy Levy $6,500 $6,285 $6,800 $6,225 
Church Supplies $6,000 $6,924 $5,000 $3,615 
Office Supplies $5,000 $7,330 $5,000 $7,787 
Facility Supplies $10,500 $5,321 $8,000 $20,948 
Property Taxes $3,800 $2,766 $3,000 $2,755 
Security System $10,000 $3,859 $8,000 $2,239 
Manse Repair $3,000 $181 $10,000 $0 
Facility/Church Repair $50,000 $41,095 $100,000 $42,032 
Miscellaneous Expenses $5,000 $5,400 $4,000 $10,624 
Catering Expenses $155,000 $193,581 $120,000 $94,168 
Capital Projects    $68,779 

Total Expenses $609,700 $631,146 $682,300 $644,728 

BALANCE -$52,700 $51,550 $17,450 $8,190 



The Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral of  St. John the 
Baptist, founded in the year 1923, has served for 
over eight decades as a beacon of  Christ’s Eternal 

Light in the city of  Edmonton, Alberta. By celebrat-
ing the Truth of  the Orthodox Christian faith in it’s 
Ukrainian expression, the Cathedral extends a warm 
welcome to all who seek to grow closer to God 

through worship, fellowship and service to others. 

The St. John’s Cathedral Parish 
Family would like to remember 
the following individuals who 
have reposed to the Lord over 
the past months. 
 

-Albina Hryschuk 
-John Gargus 
-Maria Bilo 
-Steve Kostenko 
-Peter Laniuk 
-Dobr. Nadia Stus 
-Anne Kirylchuk 
-Leo Krysa 

 
We pray that the Lord God will 
establish their souls where the 
righteous repose. 

ST JOHN UKRAINIAN 

ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL 

Phone: 780.425.9692 
Fax: 780.425.3991 

Email: info@uocc-stjohn.ca 

10611-110 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 

T5H 1H7 

Office Hours 
Monday to Friday 
10:00am to 4:30pm 
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In memoriam 
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SADOCHOK/PLAY SCHOOL  
at St, John's Cathedral will re-commence September2011. 

  
 St. John's Cathedral, coordinated by St. John's Branch of  the Ukrain-
ian Women's Association has had more than a 50 year history of  deliverng 
play school education to children ages 3 to 5. Parents have had a choice of  
selecting Ukrainian language classes or bilingual Ukrainian/English classes. 
After a recess of  2 years, it is our plan to recommence Sadochok in Sept 
2011. 
 Please complete the information below by Feb. 15 and submit to the 
Administrator, St. John's Cathedral Church Office, 10611 - 110 Ave, phone 
number 780-425-9692, or by email info@uocc-stjohn.ca. 
  
 An organizational meeting of  interested  parents to determine details 
will be held shortly after we receive responses. 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
I am interested in enrolling my child (children) in Sadochok in: 
 
____September 2011 OR ____January 2012.(check preferred start date). 
  
Name___________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________ 
 
Phone_____________________ Alternate phone___________________ 
 
Email______________________ 
 
Age(s) of  child (children)__________________________________ 
 

  


