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Дорогі брати й сестри в Христі! 

З Празником Різдва Христового й Новим 2012 Роком 

Божим, хочу від себе та своєї родини скласти всім 

Вам щирий, сердечний привіт. Цього Різдва навернімо 

всі свої думки, своє серце та свою істоту до Царя 

Миру – Христа. А Він Наш Спаситель подасть нам 

найбільший дарунок – ВІЧНЕ ЖИТТЯ! 

In this Holy Season, we gather around the Son of God, Who is born of the Virgin. We 

are called to bear strong witness to our faith in Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 

showing our commitment to His Holy Incarnation. For us, daily life must be under-

taken in the light of His coming from the Heavens for the recreation of the nations. 

This Christocentric direction inspires many acts of communion, sacrifices and gener-

ous volunteer efforts in our communities. 

As the day of Christmas approaches, let us be mindful of the words of the angel who 

told the shepherds: “This very day in David’s town your Saviour was born – Christ the 

Lord! (Luke 2:11). As we prepare to celebrate this holy day, we must not forget who 

Christ is. Looking into the face of Our Saviour we can see and meet the holiness, the 

grace and the love of our Eternal and Heavenly Father. 

May you all experience inner peace and joy and may the worldwide rejoicing in the 

Nativity of Christ enrich all your lives. Let us all go to Christ to give Him our life and 

in return receive from Him the Gift of ETERNAL LIFE! 

Нехай Новонароджений Спаситель Христос зміцнить у 

наших серцях сильну віру та братню любов, як також 

настановить нас до постійного служіння Богові та 

нашій Катедральній Громаді. 

CHRIST IS BORN!  LET US GLORIFY HIM! 

In Christ’s love, 

 

Father Stephan & Dobrodiyka Diana. 

GREETINGS FROM THE CATHEDRAL DEAN 

Христос Рождається!  Славімо Його! 
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NATIVITY GREETINGS FROM FR. CORNELL 

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ – members and participants in the life of St. John’s Cathedral! 

Христос рождається! Christ is born! 

When the Lord Jesus was born of the Holy Virgin, the whole universe was filled with light. 
The shepherds watched in the fields. The Magi worshipped, and the Angels sang. 

But Herod was troubled, for God had appeared in the flesh. 
He is the Saviour of our souls (Stykhyra from Nativity Vespers) 

I and my family greet and embrace each and every one of you joyously, this Nativity season, and we 
assure you of our sincerest prayers for good health, God’s many bounties and success in your many 
new endeavours and works in the coming year! 

In the stykhera verse above, we are given a wonderful summary of “the mood” of the universe as it 
witnessed the birth-in-the-flesh of the Son of God, our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Homes, 
adorned in lights and decorations at this wonderful time of the year, attempt to remind us of that 
Great Light which shone that first night. 

Like the shepherds tending to their duties, unaware of the great miracle occurring around them un-
til the announcement comes from the angels above, we keep to our daily routines, sometimes not 
paying attention to that very same mystery – of God becoming man, so that man could become di-
vine – distracted by our busy-ness and sales ads, not really “hearing” the news of the birth of our 
Lord until we are finally standing in the church and listening to the festal hymns.  

The Magi worship with pure joy, having found the Child they sought out for so long, and traveled 
from so far to see. They continue to inspire us to be vigilant and determined to fight off every obsta-
cle and challenge that would attempt to keep us at a distance from our Lord. They continue to be 
examples of the courage needed to worship Christ without fear of “the world” which continues to 
convince us to reject Him. They continue to encourage us to be confident and to stay the course in 
our own individual journeys toward Christ. 

And, of course, Herod is troubled because of his fear of losing power and authority. There are those 
who, today, fear submitting themselves to Christ, not realizing that submission to Him is, in fact, 
“putting Him on” ourselves; it is the acquisition of the power of choosing life over death, which is – 
the ultimate freedom! 

May this Nativity bring to you and your household the great Light of Christ, which brings joy, cour-
age and confidence as we navigate our way through a complicated, busy and often hazardous life. 
His birth-in-the-flesh is a promise that we may be born into eternal life – let us struggle with “all 
our heart, with all our mind and with all our strength” to not lose hope in the fulfillment of this 
promise, to be determined in living our lives as the Gospel directs us, in love and harmony with our 
neighbour. 

Славмо новонародженного Христа! Let us glorify the newborn Christ! 
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President’s Message. 

 As I reflect back upon 2011 as it rapidly comes to its end, I realize how busy a year it was!  Major renova-
tions and upgrades have been completed. The Cathedral steps have been refurbished making it safer for everyone’s 
use. The new signs for the Cathedral and the Cultural Centre are a welcomed addition and we received many fa-
vourable comments from not only our parishioners but also from our guests. The new ceiling, lights, screen and 
projector in the Cultural Centre enhances the use of the facility. With our Cathedral now being on 
“Facebook”( www.facebook.com/UOCSJB), we have now entered cyber space! 

There are still things to be done to maintain our facility. Top priority is the replacement of the roofing on 
our Cathedral before further interior damage occurs. This will be a major expenditure however it must be done this 
coming year. I urge everyone to be generous when called upon to cover this costly repair. 

There are also things to be done to maintain our Church. We all should be undertaking missionary work to 
increase our Church attendance, increase our number of members, and increase our participation in the Church ac-
tivities. We can no longer remain passive and expect others to do it. As Orthodox Christians we are called upon to 
continue the work started by the Disciples. As we celebrate the Nativity of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, may 
we be mindful of the true meaning of Christmas. 

  I want to acknowledge and extend sincere a thank you to all who have dedicated their talents, time and 
effort for the benefit of our parish. I wish to especially thank everyone who has taken an executive position not only 
on the Church Council but in all the organizations and committees. I urge others to take their turn in serving for a 
term. I also would like to thank all of our volunteers, benefactors and donors who have helped within the Cathedral 
and the Cultural Centre. Without you our parish could not function. Your contributions are greatly appreciated.  

May this Christmas season bring you peace and hope and may you be blessed with health and happiness in the New 
Year!  

With Christian Greetings, 

Eugene L. Topolnisky 

http://www.facebook.com/UOCSJB
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Member Profile: Eileen Yewchuk 

 Eileen was born on May 19, 
1944 in Willingdon, Alberta. Her 
parents were Wasyl and Wasylena 
Balan, being one of seventeen chil-
dren in the family. Eileen attended 
elementary and junior high school in 
Willingdon and Two Hills, Alberta. 
Eileen attended high school in Ed-
monton at Bonnie Doon High 
School. Eileen did move to Ontario 
to live with family, but soon re-
turned eight months later due to 
health issues. 

 During Eileen’s high school 
years she was involved in many dif-
ferent sports from softball, volley-
ball, basketball, hurdles, shot-put, 
and discus. In August 1961 Eileen’s 
softball team won the Provincial Ti-
tle against Taber-Medicine Hat Soft-
ball team. In years 1961,’62, and 
1963 the teams Eileen was involved 
with (softball, volleyball and basket-
ball) all won Edmonton City Cham-
pionship’s those years. During 1962 
Eileen volunteered her time at the 
Good Samaritan Hospital and also 
the University of Alberta Hospital. 

 In July 1969 Eileen started 
woman’s hockey in Edmonton. Ei-
leen travelled a lot to promote wom-
an’s hockey throughout Alberta to 
build hockey teams. Then Eileen 
travelled to Province’s Saskatche-
wan, Manitoba and British Columbia 
to promote the new sport. During 
the mid 1970’s Eileen got woman’s 
hockey promoted across Canada. 
Eileen approached the Alberta Hock-
ey Association to get them to recog-
nize woman’s hockey. Then Eileen 
made headway with the Canadian 
Amateur Hockey Association and the 
Canadian Hockey Association to sup-

port and recognize woman’s 
hockey throughout Canada. Eileen 
worked for many years promoting 
woman’s hockey all over Canada. 
Eileen’s made the next major step 
for woman’s hockey by getting 
the sport recognized internation-
ally. This became a very huge suc-
cess with the first all female hock-
ey team to come to Edmonton 
from Finland. In 1983 with the 
continued hard work from Eileen, 
woman’s hockey was finally wel-
comed and recognized as a profes-
sional amateur sport with the Ca-
nadian Amateur Hockey Associa-
tion. 

 As busy as Eileen was this 
did not stop her from searching 
other interest’s she enjoyed. In 
1970 Eileen was formally trained 
by the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police in investigative techniques. 
Eileen used these skills while 
working with the R.C.M.P. for 9 
½ years in their general investiga-
tion section. Later Eileen joined 
working with the Edmonton City 
Police Service within their com-
munity services unit and general 
investigations section. Eileen 
found this to be interesting and 
challenging. 

 In 1969 Eileen still had 
time to help and assist Mrs. Patri-
cia Sembaliuk with sadochok at St. 
John Ukrainian Orthodox Cathe-
dral. Eileen also touched the chil-
dren of the parish by working for 
many years in the Ukrainian 
school at the Cathedral, also hold-
ing executive positions during 
those years. Eileen has done and 
continues to help in the kitchen of  

 
 

the Cathedral since 1969. Eileen 
has held positions in the Ukraini-
an Woman’s Association of Cana-
da - St. John Branch; from 
panahyda lunches to the benevo-
lent committee who visited the 
sick at their residences, hospitals 
and nursing homes. 

In 2006 Eileen received an award 
from the Alberta Sports Hall of 
Fame for her development of 
woman’s hockey. I have found 
this to be her greatest achieve-
ment.  

 Eileen received her certif-
icate of achievement in Food San-
itation and Hygiene from the 
Government of Alberta in Sep-
tember 2011. In October 2011 
Eileen received her certificate of 

Грамота почесне членство 
for long voluntary services. Cur-
rently Eileen is the president of 
the St. John’s Senior Club and a 
board member of the Provincial 
Ukrainian Woman’s Association 
of Canada-Edmonton branch. 
 

Submitted respectively by, 

Greg Yewchuk 



PAGE 8 THE CATHEDRAL CONNECTION 

Member Profile: Orest and Olesia Talpash 

 Orest and Olesia 
[Gorchynski] Talpash were born out 
“east” – Orest in Tisdale, Saskatche-
wan; Olesia in Canora, near the 
Gorchynski family homestead in the 
Mazeppa district. They met in Saska-
toon at the University of  Saskatche-
wan at a meeting of Alpha Omega, a 
Ukrainian students’club. Orest and 
Olesia were married in 1964 by Rev. 
Frs. Olesiuk and Boychuk at St. 
George’s Ukrainian Greek Orthodox 
Church in Olesia’s home town of 
Dauphin, MB. Their first home was 
in Oromocto, New Brunswick, 
where Orest was attached as medical 
officer to the 1st Battalion Royal 
Highlanders of Canada (Black Watch) 
in Camp Gagetown. They moved on 
to Ottawa and Toronto, and in Au-
gust 1972, they and their two eldest 
children, Larissa and Yvan, moved to 
Edmonton. 
 
 Orest and Olesia found Ed-
monton warm and welcoming. Orest 
set up his dermatology practice in the 
Professional Building on Jasper and 
109th Street, they became members 
of St. John’s Cathedral parish, Olesia 
joined the cathedral choir, and both 
became increasingly involved in a 
number of Ukrainian, professional 
and musical organizations. In 1974 
and 1976, their family was blessed 
with the birth of two more children - 
Andriy and Lydia. 
 

 In 1973, Orest became a 
member of Edmonton’s dynamic 
Ukrainian Canadian Professional and 
Business Club, and was on the club’s 
executive when its focus was on es-

tablishing the Canadian Institute 
for Ukrainian Studies at the 
University of Alberta. He was 
also active in the UCPB Federa-
tion where he served two terms 
as national secretary. In addition 
to his role as a founding mem-
ber of the Canadian Foundation 
for Ukrainian Studies, the 
Friends of the Ukrainian Village 
Society, and the Alberta Society 
for the Advancement of Ukraini-
an Studies, Orest held executive 
positions on the Ukrainian Cana-
dian Committee (Alberta Pro-
vincial Branch) for six years, and 
the Ukrainian Canadian Com-
mittee, Edmonton branch, as the 
representative of the Ukrainian 
Self-Reliance Association (TYC). 
He remains active in Edmonton’s 
TYC. 

 Olesia’s early years in the 
practice of social work gave way 
to raising four active children, 
becoming involved in a variety of 
community initiatives [the estab-
lishment of bilingual schools in 
Edmonton, for example], serv-
ing on many committees and ex-
ecutives [including St. John’s 
Cathedral Parish Council in the 
positions of vice-president, sec-
retary, archivist, and events 
chair]; writing and editing pro-
jects; and choral singing – a life-
long love. She has sung in church 
choirs; Edmonton’s Ukrainian 
Dnipro Choir since 1980; Me-
rezhi women’s ensemble; Trio 
Dnipro; Trio Perlyny  [with Lesia 
Chumer and Gloria Zaharia]; 
Edmonton’s Opera Chorus; U of 

A’s Concert Choir; and the Mille-
nium Choir which – under the 
direction of Maestro Wolodymyr 
Kolesnyk – recorded Dmytro 
Bortniansky’s 35 Sacred Concerti in 
1985/87. During the 1990s, Ole-
sia undertook full-time studies at 
the University of Alberta, earning 
BA Honours (Music History) and 
MA (Musicology) degrees. 

 Orest retired in 1998 and 
is happily engaged in pursuing his 
many abiding interests –  reading; 
history; researching and record-
ing the detailed history and gene-
alogy of the Talpash and 
Gorchynski families [see 
www.talpash.com]; and, especial-
ly, creative writing. To date, he 
has published Rybalski’s Son 
[2008], and several pieces of short 
fiction for on-line literary jour-
nals. 
 
 Above all, Orest and Ole-
sia take great pleasure in visiting 
and spending time with their six 
grandchildren: Meletiy and Theo-
dosiya Zyla, Zenoviy and Zoya 
Talpash, and Orianna and Ale-
ksander Wacko. 

 

http://www.talpash.com
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HONORARY MEMBERS 

and has looked after the details 
of all our improvements and ren-
ovations - church steps, cathe-
dral and cultural centre signs, 
refinishing of floors, installation 
of larger freezer space in kitch-
en, improving cupboard space in 
kitchen, installation of a new 
sound and audio visual system- 
just a few of the projects com-
pleted in the past two yrs and 
this is by no means a complete 
list. He was a Board member of 
the Ukr.Museum of Canada - 
Edmonton Branch , and is Presi-
dent of St.John’s Seniors Home. 
Irene is a member of UWAC St. 
John’s Branch and both Paul and 
Irene contribute many volunteer 
hours to our catering operation. 

Steve and Halia Newediuk are 
also a couple who were married 
at St.John’s Cathedral. Halia’s 
parents were Honorary members 
and Halia took an active role in 

church activities even before her 
marriage. Steve has been our 
Senior Church Elder or Palamar 
for over 26 years. Before this he 
obtained his experience by serv-
ing with other Church Elders 
who prepared him for his role. 
Halia is a member of the 
Ukrainian women’s Association 
St. John’s Branch and has held 
various executive positions. She 
at present is chair of the Church 
committee, which looks after 
the beautification of our church, 
and making necessary changes as 
the church calendar requires. 
She is a board member of St. 
John’s Senior’s home. Both Ste-
ve and Halia contribute many 
volunteer hours to our catering 
operation. Steve is here every 
Tuesday to roll the dough for 
the pyrohy making. They have 
been delegates to many Church 
Sobors. 

New honorary members were recog-
nized at the annual Thanksgiving din-
ner on Sunday October 16, 2011. 
Selection was based on the following 
criteria: member in good standing 
for at least 30 years; active service 
according to his/her talents in some 
church organizational capacity; regu-
lar attendance and participation in 
church services and functions, active 
support of the goals of the Cathedral, 
and financial support of the Cathe-
dral according to his/her means. 

The following were recognized as 
Honorary Members: 

Paul and Irene Garrick were married 
in 1960 at St. John’s Cathedral and 
became members shortly after. Prior 
to this Paul was President of Young 
Adults and represented Young Adults 
on the Church Council. He has been 
active on the Church council since 
1996 serving in various capacities 
including President of the Church 
council. At present he is “Hospodar” 
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Dr. Orest and Olecia Talpash have 
been active members of the cathe-
dral since 1972. Olecia, a member 
of UWAC St. John’s Branch has 
served as President and Vice Presi-
dent of Sadochok. She is a long 
standing member of the Church 
council having served as Vice Presi-
dent, Secretary, Chair of Archives, 
Events chairperson and several oth-
er positions. She has been a mem-
ber of the church choir since 1972 
and is presently the President of 
the choir. Dr. Orest is an active 
member of TYC and has served in 
various capacities representing that 
organization on UCC and the larg-
er community, and when TYC 
sponsors fellowship or other func-
tions, Dr. Orest is there to assist. 
Both Dr. Orest and Olecia have 
been our representatives to several 
Sobors of both the consistory and 
the Western Diocese. 

Emil and Orasia Yereniuk . Emil 
has served as President of the 

Church council from 1989 to1991. 
He has been Vice President for 3 
terms, has served as Chairman of 
Church School for several years, 
and was Chair of the Stewardship 
committee.He has also served as a 
member of the Renovation com-
mittee, Fundraising Committee 
and Chair of the Catering Opera-
tion 2009 to 2011. Emil has exper-
tise in establishing Policies and has 
Chaired the committee to revise 
our policies as well as the constitu-
tion of the UOCC. Both Orasia 
and Emil have been involved with 
CYMK and they both spend many 
holurs assisting our catering opera-
tion. Orasia was a choir member 
for many years. She also did the 
cataloguing of all the books in the 
Library for Ukrainian Women’s 
Asociation, St. John’s Branch. Both 
Emil and Orasia have represented 
our Parish as delegates to all the 
Sobors since 1980. 

Eileen Yewchuk has been a mem-
ber of our Parish for over 40 years. 

She is an active member of 
UWAC. One of the first com-
mittees she joined was the Be-
nevolent Committee and since 
1971 she has continuously been 
visiting the ill and house bound 
members of our parish. In the 
early years she worked as an as-
sistant to the Sadochok teacher 
and later served on Parent Advi-
sory committees of Jr. CYMK, 
Sr. CYMK and CYMK Choir. 
Eileen has assisted with the cater-
ing operation since 1969. She 
knows the role well, and we are 
very fortunate that when we are 
short of volunteers, we can call 
on her. She willingly assists and 
we have the confidence that the 
job that needs to be done will be 
done well. She is committed to 
serving our parish and for 2 years 
2009 to 2011, organized our 
Sunday fellowships. At Present 
Eileen is President of our Seniors 
Club, and represents this group 
on the Church Council. 

HONORARY MEMBERS Cont’d 
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Свята Вечеря - Improvised, на скору руку 

by Larissa Talpash Zyla 

Growing up in traditional Ukrainian 
Canadian households, both Roman 
and I were eager to carry the cultural 
and religious traditions instilled in us 
during our childhoods on to our mar-
ried life and then, pass them on to our 
children.  This seemed simple when 
we lived close to either set of parents, 
but having moved to London, UK, 
we tended to join friends to put to-

gether the twelve пісні страви.   
 

One year, after spending the winter 
holidays with our families in Canada, 
my husband, young son and I re-
turned to the UK on January 5th – sad 
to have left our families before 

Різдво, but pleased to have an invita-

tion to join another family for Свят 

Вечір the following night.  On the 
afternoon of the 6th however, my 
happy holiday spirit melted into tears 
as our intended hosts were called out 
of town to care for a relative who had 
suddenly fallen ill.    
 

What to do?? Oh! What to do??  Pan-
ic, of course.  Three hours to prepare 

an entire Свята Вечеря???  Even 

my Баба couldn’t do that and not 
only does she usually have all the in-
gredients in her magic cupboards, but 

she can roll голубці with her eyes 
closed!  IMPOSSIBLE!  Not even 
worth making the effort!  We’re set-
ting a horrible example for our son!  I 
sat down and wept. 

 

Roman looked at the blubbering mess 
his usually uber-organized wife had 
become, and took charge.  Instructing 
me to set the table and decorate the 

miniature ficus tree, he disap-
peared into the blustery raining 
London winter, promising a com-

plete Свята Вечеря upon his 
return.  I did as I had been in-
structed, and waited.  And wait-
ed.  
 

When Roman returned, I was or-
dered out of the kitchen and was 
told to bathe our son, and get 
both of us dressed in our 

вишиванки, ready for dinner.  
 

I could not believe my eyes!  
Tears of self pity turned to tears 
of joy when we were invited to 

sing Бог Предвічний at the din-
ner table.  My husband! My hero! 
had prepared twelve meatless 
dishes, perhaps not the usual, but 
incredibly amazing dishes on 
“short notice”.   
 

1. Кутя – oatmeal, sprinkled 
with poppy seeds and honey 

2. Колач – a fresh baguette, 
tied in a knot 

3. Закуски – assorted pickled 
herring, canned oysters, and 
pickled vegetables 

4. Борщ – Manischewitz 
borscht with handfuls of 
Green Giant assorted vegeta-
bles 

5. Вушка – Italian mushroom-
stuffed tortellini  

6. Риба – 3 grilled salmon 
steaks, with dill and lemon 

7. Капуста – bagged German 
sauerkraut 

8. Фасоля – Mexican refried 
beans 

9. Варенники – Indian vegeta-
ble samosas 

10. Голубці – Greek stuffed vine 
leaves, served directly from 
the can 

11. Узвар – Del Monte fruit 
cocktail cups 

12.  Пампушки – sugared donut 
holes 
 

Many things were reinforced for 

me on that magical Свят Вечір, 
but of them, two stand out in my 
mind.  The first is the deeply in-
grained love and respect for the 
traditions of our ancestors which 
we also choose to pass on to the 
next generation; and second is the 
fact that if you care enough, these 
traditions can be maintained, in 
some form or another, no matter 
where one finds oneself, and how 
little time one has.   
 

Although we have not repeated the 

exact menu, that year’s Свята 

Вечеря was one of the very best 
we have ever had.  

 
 
After leaving London, Larissa Talpash 
Zyla and her family celebrated and 

hosted five Святi Вечерi in Kyiv, and 
are now looking forward to their fifth 

US-based Свята this upcoming holiday 
season. 



ST. JOHN’S SENIOR CYMK  

REPORT 

Sept, 2011- Dec., 2011  

St. John’s Sr. CYMK has started 
up again for the 2011-12 year 
and many exciting plans are in 
progress to make the year an-
other success!!  We started the 
year with a “Happy Back to 
School Year” fellowship lunch 
on Sunday, September 18.  This 
was a chance for everyone to 
mingle and get to know new 
people within the parish.  On 
Friday, September 23, we held 
our annual general meeting and 
elected the following execu-
tive: 
 

President:  Ivanna Kruhlak   

Past President:  Tanya Pacholok 

Vice-President: Christina 
Ferbey 

Secretary:  Kristina Kuchta 

Treasurer:  Andriy Kruhlak 
 

 Our advisors for this 
year are Vivianne Kruhlak and 
Lorraine Ferbey.  On Septem-
ber 30- October 2, St. John’s 
hosted the Provincial CYC 
Convention which brought 
CYMKivsti from throughout 
the province together for some 
planning, discussion and of 
course, fun.  The weekend in-

cluded an exciting trip to the 
Corn Maze followed by a relax-
ing vatra with smores!!  All in 
all, it was a fun and eventful 
weekend.  Thank you to Solo-
mia Tsisar and the provincial 
executive for planning this 
weekend. 
 

 On Friday, October 21, 
Deacon Anton Lakusta held a 
session for our CYMKivsti on 
today’s technology and how we 
can use it to share our faith and 
Orthodoxy.  He presented 
many interesting ideas which 
hopefully our CYMKivsti will 
use going forward in the fu-
ture.  We thank him for spend-
ing time with our members on 
this evening.  On Sunday, Octo-
ber 30, a group of Sr. 
CYMKivsti and parents volun-
teered with the catering opera-
tion for the Western Diocese 
Convention luncheon to sup-
port the church and lend a 
helping hand. 
 

 In November, we held a 
monthly meeting (Nov 6) to 
plan our next events.  On Fri-
day, November 18, Sr. CYMK 
members joined Jr members in 
attending the University of Al-
berta Pandas and Bears volley-
ball games in the new Saville 
Centre.   

SENIOR CYMK 
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It was exciting volleyball to 
watch and everyone had a good 
time.   
 

 On Sunday, December 4, 
Sr. CYMK sponsored a “Soup 
and Bun” Luncheon in com-
memoration of the Holodomor.  
Donations collected at the door 
were given to the “Holodomor 
Education Fund” to support fu-
ture education and awareness of 
this tragic event in our history.  
Thank you to Lesia Pohoreski 
for presenting some videos and 
footage on the Holodomor.    
December also saw our 
CYMKivsti busy preparing for 
the annual Malanka skit.  Also 
some Christmas fun was 
planned at the Samycia resi-
dence complete with a fun skate 
and potluck dinner. 
 

 If you know of anyone in 
grade 9 or higher who may be 
interested in joining Sr. CYMK 
at St. John’s, please contact 
Ivanna @ 780-468-9148 or 
bball_kruhlak@hotmail.com.  
We are a fun group and wel-
come new members anytime!! 
 

Yours in Christ,  
 
Ivanna Kruhlak   
President 
Sr. CYMK- St. John’s 

mailto:bball_kruhlak@hotmail.com


St. John’s Junior CYMK  

Update 
 

 St. John’s Junior CYMK has had an 
active start to our 2011-12 year. We have 12 
enthusiastic members who continually find 
time in their busy schedules to take part in 
our activities each month. 

The first Sunday of the month, we 
hold a general meeting where we learn how 
to properly make motions, present reports, 
and suggest ideas for future activities. Fol-
lowing our meeting, Father Cornell facili-
tates a casual discussion on various religious 
topics. 

 Some of the other activities we 
have been involved with this fall include 
participating in the Provincial CYC Con-
vention, having Deacon Anton Lakusta 
lead a session in faith and technology, 
and spending an evening watching the 
University of Alberta volleyball teams.              
 
 We have a lot more events that 
we will be involved with this year that 
give us an opportunity to come together 
and participate in cultural and religious 
learning experiences, sports activities, 
community involvement, monthly meet-
ings and more! 

 
 We always welcome new mem-
bers.  If you have any questions regard-
ing Junior CYMK, please contact Larysa 
Kuchta (president) at larysak@shaw.ca, 
Diana Kuchta (advisor) at 
dkuchta@shaw.ca, or Gerald Kruhlak  
(advisor) at gkruhlak@telus.net.  

 
Larysa Kuchta 

President, St. John’s Junior CYMK             

JUNIOR CYMK 
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mailto:larysak@shaw.ca
mailto:dkuchta@shaw.ca
mailto:gkruhlak@telus.net


 St. John’s Church School 
has 45 children registered so far 
this year.  We are pleased to wel-
come so many new students and 
equally happy to see those students 
who have returned.   Our teaching 
staff for 2011-12 include: 

Class I – MaryAnn Baziuk, Dobr. 
Diane Semotiuk, and Ivanna 
Kruhlak 

Class II – Christina Ferbey and 
Kristina Kuchta 

Class III – Ron Bayda and Taras 
Jereniuk 

Class IV – Dennis Kuchta 
 

 We have continued the 
monthly priest visitations with 
Rev. Zubritsky and Deacon Anton, 
and Youth Sundays on the first 
Sunday of the month. 
 

 For our Parish Thanksgiv-
ing, Marco and Andriy Kruhlak 
greeted Bishop Ilarion on behalf of 
the children of our parish.  St. 
John’s Cathedral also celebrated 
the Liturgy for the Western Epar-
chy Convention with His Grace 
Metropolitan Yurij and Bishop Ilar-
ion.  They were greeted by Adam 
Jereniuk and Roxoliana Tsisar on 
behalf of our program. 
 

 On December 18th, 
Church School put on a short con-
cert to celebrate Sv. Mykolai. All 
of the classes participated and eve-
ryone enjoyed the presentation, 
including Sv. Mykolai.  Thank you 
to Dennis Kuchta for coordinating 

the concert and to all the teachers 
for their assistance.  After the con-
cert, Sv. Mykolai presented all of 
the children with treat bags.  
Thank you to Mark and Melanie 
Harrison (and his company “No 
Burn Canada”), Dobr. Diana 
Semotiuk, Julia Elaschuk and Taras 
Jereniuk for their contributions to 
the bags for the children. 

 
 We welcome all children 
ages 4 and older to join our church 
school family.   At this holiday 
time, we would like to wish every-
one all the best in the New Year.  
We also give thanks to our dedicat-
ed teachers, the Rt. Reverend 
Stephan Semotiuk, Father Cornell 
Zubritsky and Deacon Anton 
Lakusta for their continued support 
of our program.   We also grateful-
ly acknowledge the financial con-
tributions from the Archbishop 
Andrew Fund, the Ukrainian Self 
Reliance League and Edmonton 
TYC who are all supporters of our 
valued program. 
 
For any further questions on the 
St. John’s church school program, 
please contact Vivianne @ 780-
468-9148 or vkruhlak@telus.net 
or Susan @ 780-419-2-276 or 
tsj7@telus.net. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Vivianne Kruhlak 
Susan Jereniuk 

St. John’s Church School  
Co-Directors 

ST . JOHN ’S CHURCH SCHOOL 
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«РІЗДВЯНЕ 
ПОБАЖАННЯ» 

 
GREETINGS FROM  

ST. JOHN’S CATHEDRAL 
CHOIR 

 
Вітаємо Вас із Різдвом 

Христовим і Новим 
Роком, 

Старий рік минає – 
новий наступає, 

Христос ся раждає! 
Бажаємо вам здоров’я 

міцного, 
Щастя земного, 

Повага між людей, 
Радости від дітей, 

Щоб щасливо жилося і 
задумане збулося, 

Ніколи не хворіти, вік 
молодіти! 

 
Катедральний Хор 

бажає Вам усім 
 

Веселих Свят 
та 

Щасливого Нового 
Року! 

 
Олеся Талпаш, голова 

mailto:vkruhlak@telus.net
mailto:tsj7@telus.net
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 Markiana Baziuk, daughter of MaryAnn and Bill Ba-
ziuk, and sister to Katrina is twenty two years old and has 
grown up in Edmonton here at St. John’s Cathedral. This past 
June, Markiana convocated from the University of Alberta with 
a Bachelor of Science in Nursing. Markiana currently holds a 
position at the Stollery Children’s Hospital at the University of 
Alberta Hospital- working on a medicine/surgery unit, and a 
position at the Perinatal Clinic at the Lois Hole Hospital.  
 
 In her spare time Markiana enjoys singing with the Viter 
Ukrainian Folk choir and hopes to travel to Ukraine with the 
group next summer. Markiana has dedicated much of her time 
to the church community having grown up in CYMK. She cur-
rently is beginning her second term as secretary of National 
CYMK. 

Paul Nakonechny is the eldest son of Jane and Lorne Na-
konechny and the grandson of Dr. Geraldine and Victor Na-
konechny.  He was a graduate of the Ukrainian Bilingual Program 
having attended Delwood Elementary, Balwin Junior High and 
ME Lazerte High Schools prior to attending the University of Al-
berta.  In June, 2011, Paul graduated with a Bachelor of Com-
merce with Distinction from the University of Alberta School of 
Business.  With a major in Human Resource Management and a 
minor in Business Law, the highlights of his education was his 
participation in the Excalibur Human Resources Case Competi-
tion, a national competition held in Montreal.  Out of 28 teams 
from around the country, his U of A team placed as one of the 6 
finalists in the competition.  Paul started a position with Canada 
Safeway shortly after graduation as a Human Resources Onboard-
ing Specialist.  He has since moved on and accepted a position 
with Iron Mountain Canada as a recruitment specialist, recruiting 
potential employees on a national level. When Paul isn’t work-
ing, he unwinds through movies, good books and his ukulele. 

St. John’s Graduates 
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Christina Ferbey is the daughter of Mark and Lorraine Ferbey, sister to 

Emily and Matt, and granddaughter of Borys and Gloria Ferbey and Paula 
Osachuk and the late Joseph Osachuk.  Growing up she was actively involved 
at St. John’s Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Edmonton where she attended 
Sadochok, church school and was a member of CYMK for the past ten years. 
Christina continues to be actively involved in the parish. She is currently on 
her second term as Vice President of Senior CYMK and is volunteering for 
her second year as a teacher in the Sunday School Program.  

Christina completed her Kindergarten to grade 12 education in the Ukrainian 
Bilingual Program. A highlight for her was when she had the opportunity to 
participate in a student exchange trip to Ukraine in March 2009. There she 
was able to experience first hand the Ukrainian culture, language and heritage 
that are so important to her. Christina graduated this past June from Austin 
O’Brien High School where she achieved Honors Standing and was the recipi-
ent of the Rutherford Scholarship for grades 10, 11 and 12.  She also received 

the Alberta Ukrainian Self Reliance Leadership Scholarship in honor of the late Eugene Harasymiw and Dr. Harry Hohol as 

well as the Hawrysh Scholarship.  Christina was a member of the High School concert band for three years actively per-
forming on the flute.  Christina volunteers actively throughout the year at various charity events and also at her parish.  

Dance has always been a big part of Christina’s life.  She has taken classes since she was three in the disciplines of tap, 
jazz, lyrical, modern Ukrainian and ballet doing both group and solo work.  She loves to perform and is presently a 
fourth year dancer with the Viter Ukrainian Dancers. During the summer of 2010 she traveled to South America to 
perform with the group.  She had a once in a lifetime opportunity to meet and interact with Ukrainians living in Brazil 

and Argentina and is very thankful for this unique experience.  Christina will be touring with Viter to Ukraine in the summer 
of 2012. Christina is presently enrolled in her first year in the Faculty of Nursing at the University of Alberta.  Even 
with her busy schedule of studying and dance, Christina continues to be active in both her church and the Ukrainian 
community.  Her Orthodox faith, family, Ukrainian culture and heritage will always remain a strong and important 
part of her life.   

 
Stephan Maslo is a recent graduate of the University of Alberta  

School of Business, having obtained a Bachelor of Commerce Co-
operative Education degree with Distinction, majoring in Accounting.  
He was a recipient of the Dean’s Citation in Business and throughout 
his studies received the Louise McKinney Scholarship and Max Wyman 
Leadership Scholarship in Entrepreneurship, amongst others.   
 
Stephan enjoys volunteering and while attending the U of A was heavily 
involved in organizing Rocky Mountain Business Seminar, an annual 
student-run university business conference held in Jasper, Alberta.  
From a young age, he has been a member of CYMK and has held posi-
tions on local, provincial and national executives.  Stephan is now in his 
second term as treasurer for National CYMK.   
 
He is currently working towards obtaining his Chartered Accountant 

designation while articling for Deloitte & Touche.  In his free time Stephan enjoys reading, travelling and 
playing golf. 
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Ivanna Kruhlak is the daughter of Vivianne and Gerald Kruhlak and the 

granddaughter of Paula and the late Joseph Osachuk and Phyllis and the late Terry 
Kruhlak.  She has 5 brothers Stefan, Andriy, Lukian, Marco and Nikolai.   Ivanna 
was enrolled in the Ukrainian Bilingual Program since Kindergarten and has always 
had a close connection to St. John’s Cathedral, having grown up in church school, 
CYMK and the church community.  Her Ukrainian Orthodox religion is very im-
portant as she has always made attending church regularly a priority in her life.   In 
June, 2011, Ivanna graduated from the Ukrainian Bilingual Program at Austin 
O’Brien High School with honors.  She was the recipient of many scholarships some 
of which include the Alexander Rutherford Scholarship, Kinsmen Club of Edmon-
ton Community Award, the Campbell Family Memorial Scholarship and the 
Southside Athletic Club Alumni Scholarship.  While in high school, Ivanna was ac-
tive on the Sr. Girls Basketball Team, School Leadership Team and Grad Council.  
Upon entrance into the University of Alberta in Sept, 2011, Ivanna was awarded 
several university entrance scholarships including the A. Millar Western Entrance 
Leadership Scholarship, University of Alberta Academic Excellence Scholarship and 
the Faculty of Science Academic Scholarship.  Ivanna has been active in CYMK at 

St. John’s Cathedral for the past 13 years and, after holding other leadership positions, she is now serving in her second 
year as president of Sr. CYMK.  Through CYMK, Ivanna has contributed many hours of charity work for organizations 
such as Project Lubov “Love”,  the Edmonton Food Bank,  630 CHED Santas Anonymous and the Edmonton Youth 
Emergency Society, just to name a few.  At the National CYC Convention this past August in Edmonton, Ivanna was 
the recipient of the Dr. Stephen Klimasko CYMK Scholarship Award for her active role and leadership in CYMK, the 
church and the Ukrainian community.  She enjoys attending provincial and national CYMK conventions where she has 
the opportunity to meet other fellow CYMKivsti.  In 2011, Ivanna was also a recipient of the Alberta Ukrainian Self 
Reliance League Scholarship for her contributions to CYMK and her church. After completing 13 years as a student in 
the church school program, she is now in her second year as a volunteer assistant teacher with St. John’s church school.  
From a very early age, Ivanna attended Camp Barvinok as a camper and eventually received the opportunity to act as a 
camp counsellor. Within the general community, Ivanna also enjoys spending time as a volunteer at the Grey Nuns 
Hospital where she has completed over 300 hours of service on the Obstetric and General Medicine Wards. For the 
past 3 consecutive years as a hospital volunteer and trainer, Ivanna has been awarded the Kenneth Kureluk Youth Vol-
unteer Scholarship in recognition of her continued dedication and work within the hospital community.   She realizes 
the value of giving back to her community and enjoys volunteering annually at the Festival of Trees and Edmonton Her-
itage Days.  In her spare time, Ivanna enjoys reading and travelling.  This past summer she lived in Montreal, Quebec, 
as a participant in a six-week student work exchange program with the YMCA. Presently, at the University of Alberta 
Ivanna is a member of the Ukrainian Students Club as well as the St. John’s Ambulance Student Volunteer Association.    

New Website Launched! Ukrainian Museum—AB Branch 

www.umcalberta.org 

The Ukrainian Museum of Canada—Alberta Branch has launched its new website! Accessing this website will provide 
pertinent information about the museum and the capability to view the artifacts within the museum’s collection. The 
museum is in the process of updating and photographing its entire collection. Once the update is completed, one can 
take a virtual walk through our museum and view its artifacts online. Provisions are being made to have the museum’s 

history, some past exhibits and upcoming events posted as well. 

This website was made possible in part through a generous donation by the S.U.S. Foundation, Toronto, Ontario. 
Website developed by webmaster, Michael Yereniuk, Chickenlip Consulting Corp. 

For more information, please contact: Elaine Harasymiw, President. theo@worldgate.com—(780) 437-6629 
             Eugene Topolnisky, Treasurer. etopolnisky@shaw.ca—(780) 469-3526 
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Current state of 

our VESTRY 

BEFORE AFTER 

 One of the major undertak-
ings was the repair and refinishing of 
the Cathedral stairs. An additional 
$40,000.00 above the quoted price 
was spent due to the very poor con-
dition of the original stairs. The total 
cost was $166,000 of which $82,000 
was donated by members. With the 
balance paid from our general reve-
nue. 

 A Community Facility En-
hancement Program grant was ap-
plied for and $100,000 was re-
ceived. This grant had to be 
matched. The major projects under 
this program included the signs for 
the Cathedral and Cultural Centre, 
Auditorium ceiling and lighting, au-
dio/visual system, stage curtains, 
refinishing of the stage, auditorium, 
and lobby floors, upgraded sprinkler 
system, new walk in freezer in kitch-
en, clean out all air ducts, built addi-
tional kitchen cupboards, reuphol-
ster lobby furniture, new carpet in 

Administrative Office and new 
flooring in volunteer room. 

  Donations were received 
from the Museum of Canada – Al-
berta Branch, St. John’s Fraternal 
Society, TYC, UWAC, St. John’s 
Choir, and from individual donors. 
The total cost  of the project was 
$238,000. 

 Routine repairs and mainte-
nance in the amount of $48,000 
was funded from general revenue. 
All repairs were necessary in order 
to properly upgrade and bring up 
the aging equipment to code. 

 An equal amount of funds 
will be required to update the Ca-
thedral itself. Priority will be given 
to the exterior, reroofing and brick 
repair. To even start these projects 
generous donations will be needed. 

 A current project underway 
is the upgrading of the Vestry 
(Elder Room) and sound system. 

Approximately only one half 
of the expected cost has been 
received. The sound system 
was an addition to the recent 
project when it was found to 
be unreliable. Our sound sys-
tem is only half completed at 
present. 

 To date, some 
$30,000 remains in unpaid 
member pledges, mostly over 
the last 2 years. 

 Our church attendance 
is at times very poor. Offer-
ings average $8050 during the 
year, while church payroll is 
$9575. The difference is made 
up from donations and general 
revenue. 

Wishing the best in the New 
Year. 

With Christian Love, 

Renovation of  Vestry 

The project estimated cost is 
$13,000. Today the cup-
boards and sink have been 
replaced for a cost of 
$2800.00. 
We are hoping to repaint the 
walls and install new carpets. 
We have a partial upgrade of 
the Audio System at a cost of 
$2707.00 We have received 
$4740.00 in donations to-
wards this project. 

Financial Review & Highlights of 2011 Projects 
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December 18—St. Nicholas 
 

January 13—Malanka (Ticket sales end December 27.) 
 

January 18—Feast of Jordan, Grand Blessing of Water 5 PM 
           Theophany Holy Supper 6:30 PM  
 

January 27—Pyrohy Supper, 5:00PM to 7:00PM 
 

January 29—Ukrainian Music Society of Alberta-Christmas Carol Concert 
 

February 10—Membership Appreciation Dinner 
 

February 24—Pyrohy Supper, 5:00PM to 7:00PM 
 

February 26—Annual General Meeting, 12:30PM 

 Unpaid Member Pledges   

      

 2008 2009 2010 2011 Total 

Family 2 ($720) 6 ($2160) 8 (2880) 21($7560) $13,320 

      

Sr. Family 0 2 ($570) 
4 

($1140) 12 ($3420) $5,130 

      

Single 0 0 2 ($470) 5 ($1175) $1,645 

      

Senior 3 ($600) 5 ($1000) 
10 

($2000) 29 ($5800) $9,400 

      

Hon. Family 0 0 1 ($175) 2 ($350) $525 

      

Hon. Senior 0 0 2 ($220) 6 ($660) $880 

TOTAL $1,320 $3,730 $6,885 $18,965 $30,900 

UPCOMING EVENTS 



The St. John’s Cathedral Parish Family 
would like to remember the following 
individuals who have reposed to the 
Lord over the past months. 
 

Dobrodiyka Stephania Yurkiwsky  

Valentyna Dobrolige  

Maria Hrynchuk  

John Bielech  

Taras Hawryliw  

Olga Kozub  
Rose (Efrosinia) Rentz 
Walter Hladun 
Taras Hawryliw 

 
We pray that the Lord God will estab-
lish their souls where the righteous re-
pose. 

ST JOHN UKRAINIAN 

ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL 

Phone: 780.425.9692 
Fax: 780.425.3991 

Email: info@uocc-stjohn.ca 
Website: www.uocc-stjohn.ca 

10611-110 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 

T5H 1H7 

Tuesday to Friday 
9:30am to 4:30pm 
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In memoriam 

SINGERS NEEDED! 
The Cathedral Choir invites  YOU to JOIN! ALL VOICES 

ARE WELCOME! 

Rehearsals: Thursdays at 7:30 pm  

For more information: Lesia Chumer 780 418 1025 or  
Olesia Talpash 780 436 8801 

ПОТРІБНО ХОРИСТІВ! Просимо Вас 

ВСТУПИТИ ДО КАТЕДРАЛЬНОГО 

ХОРУ! Приймаємо ВСІХ ГОЛОСІВ! 

Проби хору кожного четверга о 7:30 год. 

веч. По дальші інформації: Леся Чумер, 

дириґент –  (780) 418-1025 АБО Олеся 

Талпаш – голова хору  (780) 436-8801. 


