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 GREETINGS FROM THE CATHEDRAL DEAN  

 

ɼʦʨʦʛʽ ʙʨʘʪʠ ʡ ʩʝʩʪʨʠ ʚ ʍʨʠʩʪʽ! 

 

ɺ ʮʝʡ ʯʘʩ ʩʝʨʜʝʯʥʦ ʚʽʪʘʶ ʚʩʽʭ ɺʘʩ ʽʟ ʥʘʜʭʦʜʷʯʠʤ 

ʧʦʯʘʪʢʦʤ ʅʦʚʦʛʦ ʎʝʨʢʦʚʥʦʛʦ ʈʦʢʫ, ʽ ʭʦʯʫ ʚʽʨʠʪʠ, ʱʦ 

ʚʠ ʚʩʽ ʽʟ ʦʭʦʪʦʶ ʧʨʠʩʪʫʧʘʪʠʤʝʪʝ ʜʦ ʥʦʚʦʾ ʧʨʘʮʽ ʡ 

ʜʽʷʣʴʥʦʩʪʠ ʧʨʠ ʥʘʰʽʡ ɻʨʦʤʘʜʽ. ʗ ʟʘʦʭʦʯʫʶ ʡ ʧʨʦʰʫ 

ɺʘʩ ʨʝʛʫʣʷʨʥʦ ʚʯʘʱʘʪʠ ʜʦ ʎʝʨʢʚʠ ʡ ʘʢʪʠʚʥʦ 

ʚʢʣʶʯʘʪʠʩʴ ʚ ʎʝʨʢʦʚʥʝ ɾʠʪʪʷ. 

 

The liturgical year of our Church begins in September. This is the time 
we begin anew. As members of our Ukrainian Orthodox Community 
we need to live the life of the Church, involved in prayer, services and 
feast days throughout the entire year. Our Church Year is not complete 
if we do not participate all the way through. We, as parents, must be at 
Church with our children. We must pray together with our children. 
And most importantly, you must be the kind of Orthodox Christians 
that you want your child to grow up to be! 

We are called to a special ministry ð stewardship. Therefore, may we 

support our Church through the offering of time, talents and resources. 

An investment in St. Johnõs Cathedral is an in-

vestment in your own life. May our involve-

ment in the life of our parish bring us much 

personal and spiritual joy! 

 

In Christõs love, 
           Father Stephan & Dobrodiyka Diana 



 PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE  

Greetings everyone! I sincerely hope your summer break was joyful and relaxing, and that you 
are now re-energized to continue our mission of service for the good of our church community.  

Soon we will be winding up our 2018 fiscal year. This year has been very special for us as we 
began our 100th Anniversary Celebration of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Canada. St. Johnõs 
Parish commemorated this significant milestone in conjunction with our Patron Saintõs Feast Day 
(òKhramó). A sincere thank you to Christine Zwozdesky for doing a superb job as Mistress of Ceremo-
nies. 

The major event to date was the Extraordinary Sobor and 100th Anniversary Jubilee held in 
mid-August in Saskatoon, SK, birthplace of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada. Our St. Johnõs 
Parish in Edmonton was represented by 10 delegates and clergy. The Western Eparchy will continue 
the celebrations at a banquet on Friday, October 26 as a part of its Annual Assembly. I am hoping that 
those who were unable to travel to Saskatoon for the Celebratory Sobor will join us at St. Johnõs Cul-
tural Centre this fall to recognize this important milestone in our Churchõs history. 

We should be very proud as Ukrainian Orthodox Christians of what we have achieved in the 
past 100 years. We pray that over the next 100 years, we may be blessed with further success. 

On May 30th, the Parish hosted òAn Evening with Eugeneó to celebrate Eugene Topolnisky on 
the occasion of his birthday, and recognize him for his many contributions and years of service to St. 
Johnõs Cathedral and the Ukrainian Community. The celebration was a great success. Some 200 people 
attended the lively evening. Eugene is extremely grateful and humbled for the honour he was be-
stowed. We wish him many happy and healthy years to come! 

On June 13th, some 400 students and their teachers from John A. McDougall School were 
hosted by St. Johnõs Parish at a pyrohy luncheon in our Cultural Centre. This outreach event is now in 
its seventh year, and it was a resounding success. We look forward to seeing them again next year! 

With this issue, some of you will find enclosed a friendly reminder that your membership 
pledge donations are owing for the current and/or previous years. I sincerely thank those members for 
their attention in this matter. 

Finally, I encourage all of our Parish members to consider participating more fully in the man-
agement of our organization. There are many among you that I know would be an asset to our Parish 
Council. What an excellent opportunity to use your talents for the betterment of our Parish. Any 
member of our current board will tell you that with the time and effort their position demands, it is 
ultimately a most rewarding experience to witness our Parish thrive and play a first hand role in that 
realization. I therefore urge you to think about in what position on the Council this New Year you 
could truly shine, for the benefit of our church community. Nominations will be presented at the An-
nual General Meeting on the last Sunday in February. I have the utmost faith and respect for your con-
sideration. 

May God Bless all of you this Thanksgiving season as 2018 comes to a close. Personally, I am 
thankful to you all for your support of our Cathedral and Cultural Centre. I have been able to dutifully 
execute my role as President thanks to the efforts of an especially capable and highly professional Par-
ish Council this year. A further special thank you to our volunteers who are the backbone of our cater-
ing and parish operations. ɼʷʢʫʶ ʚʩʽʤ! 

With Christian Love -- Marshall Kachmar, President ð St. Johnõs Parish 
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St. johnõs parish news 

Holy Pentecost (òGreen Holidaysó) ð May 27, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos courtesy of George Zaharia, Member ð St. Johnõs Parish 
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